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Jerash University

Faculty of Nursing

Major:   Nursing

COURSE SYLLABUS

Course File Copy

This Course Syllabus is to be kept in the course file for this course. All changes, update and/or modifications should be reflected on the form, and should be kept in the Course Quality Assurance Form.

I. Course Information:

1.
Course Title
:  Nursing Research  (Theory)
2.
Course Code:   801307
3.
Credit Hours:            3


4.
Prerequisite
:
---
5.
Co-requisite
:
---
6.
Instructor
:    Dr. Nisser Al-Hroub
7. 
Email

:   Nisserjo@yahoo.com
2.      Course Policies:

Should be explained to students at the first meeting:

Class Attendance: 
· Attendance in` the classrooms are required and students should be on time. 

· Students who miss more than 15% of class hours will not be allowed to continue in the course and the relevant university policy will be applied to them.  

· As part of your professional behaviour, it is an expectation that you will arrive on time for lecture. 

· Attendance is required in lectures. See attendance policy in student handbook.

· It is the student’s responsibility to notify instructor prior to any absence or tardy for lecture. 
Exams: 
1. No bulky jackets (sweat shirts or small sweaters are allowed), no hats, caps, or sunglasses are to be worn while testing.
2. No talking.
3. Cell phones are to be turned off before you enter the testing area.
4. keep eyes on paper; once you leave the testing room-no re-entering
5. do not bring any bags, purses or backpacks in the testing area,

6. Place belongings in front of the room.
Cheating:
All students are expected to be honest in their academic work and to display integrity in the demonstration of their achieved competencies. Cheating, which is the wilful decision on the part of a student to be dishonest in the representation of the work of others as his/her own, is unacceptable behaviour. Faculty members establish standards of behaviour that are consistent with the principles of honesty.
Penalty for Cheating:
If a student is found guilty of giving or receiving help in an examination or is guilty of deliberate plagiarism in the submission of a project, he/she will receive a grade of zero in the examination or on the project. Other penalties may be imposed as mandated by departmental policies and as directed by circumstances.

Mobiles:  
Upon entering class, cell phones are to be turned off and beepers/pagers set in vibration mode. Students will not be excused from class in order to respond to electronic summons. Failure to respect this policy will not be tolerated per the “Student Conduct Policy”. 
Grading system:
	Mark Range
	Grade

	90 - 100
	Excellent

	80 - (  89
	Very Good

	70 - (  79
	Good

	60 - (  69
	Acceptable

	50 - (  59
	Weak

	Less than 50
	Fail


Resources:
Required Text(s): 

Polit, D. F., & Beck, C. T. (2010). Essentials of nursing research: Appraising evidence for nursing practice. Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.

Supplemental(s):

· DeCleene, K. E., & Fogo, J. (2012). Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. Occupational therapy in health care, 26(1), 90-92.

·  LoBiondo-Wood, G., & Haber, J. (2014). Nursing Research-E-Book:Methods and Critical Appraisal for Evidence-Based Practice. Elsevier Health Sciences.

Links on web search:

Additional readings will be used to supplement the text through the following websites:-

https://www.ninr.nih.gov
https://ebn.bmj.com
https://www.ebscohost.com
https://www.nursingworld.org
Course Description and Purpose:
Research  (Theory)
– 2 Credits.

Course Description: 

Introduction to quantitative and qualitative methodology; Research process - measurement, statistics, data analysis using software; Research ethics; Analysis of research reports as a consumer of research; Current issues and trends in nursing research.
Course Learning Outcomes:

On completion of this unit students should be able to: 

1. Demonstrate skills as a consumer of research through the analysis of research studies;

2. Use a statistical software package for data analysis;

3. Apply beginning knowledge of descriptive and inferential statistics in the analysis of data;

4. Apply basic principles of research methodology to the study of a nursing problem; and

5. Appreciate current issues and trends in nursing research and its application to nursing.
METHODS OF TEACHING:
The methods of instruction may include, but are no limited to:

· Lecture / discussion

· Small group Discussion

· Students presentation

· Assigned textbook readings

· Questions and answers 

· Handouts

· Study questions and case studies.

· white board  

Article Critiquing Exercises for Seminars/Tutorials:

The Article Critiquing Exercises, which are available online, are critical to your development as a consumer of research. The following articles are provided as an example and will enable you to determine the quality of research literature. Addressing the questions on-line related to the articles will prepare you for your critiquing assignment. The focus of the first six weeks of semester will be on critiquing a quantitative research article.  In the remaining six weeks you will critique a qualitative research article.  The articles will be critiqued in the weekly seminar sessions for internal students and you will need to bring the critiquing questions and the relevant article to participate in the discussion.

Chapter 17 entitled critiquing research reports by Polit and Beck (2006) will provide a good basis for conducting a critique. 

Please be aware that the relevant articles for the critiquing exercises to be discussed during the seminar sessions are as follows: 

Quantitative article

Ygge, B., Lindholm, C. & Arnetz, J. (2006). Hospital staff perceptions of parental involvement in paediatric hospital care. Journal of Advanced Nursing, 53(5),534-542. 

Qualitative article

Coetzee, M. (2004). Learning to nurse children: Towards a model for nursing students. Journal of Advanced Nursing, 47(6), 639-648. 

COURSE LEARNING ASSESSMENT/EVALUATION

The following methods of learning assessment will be used in this course:

	Assessment
	Weight
	Description

	First Test 
	20%
	It will include mixture of the following structure:

 -  Multiple choice questions

-
True/False

-
Matching 

-  Complete

-   List

	Second test 
	20%
	It will include mixture of the following structure:

 -  Multiple choice questions

-
True/False

-
Matching 

-     Complete

-     List

	participation
	10%
	

	Assignments
	10%
	

	Final Test
	40%
	It will include mixture of the following structure:

-
Multiple choice questions

-
True/False

-
Short answers

-
Matching 

-   Complete

-   List

	Total
	100%
	


Note: The details for the above methods of assessment are presented below:

(a) Tests

	Test
	Weight %
	Due Date

	Test 1
	20%
	Week 6

	Test 2
	20%
	Week 11

	Participation 
	10%
	

	Assignments
	10%
	At the sixth, Eleventh week

	Final
	40%
	Week 16

	Total
	100%
	


(b) Assignments
	Method+
	Weight
	Focus & Scope 
	Due Date

	Assignment 1
	10%
	To be defined by instructor
	To be defined

	Total
	10%
	
	


9.Course Units and Objectives
The Course is divided into a number of units, with each unit having several objectives, as follows:
Part 1 Foundations of Nursing Research
Part 2 Conceptualizing a Research Study

Part 3 Designs for Nursing Research
Part 4 Measurement and Data Collection
Part 5 The Analysis of Research Data
Part 6 Communicating Research
COURSE SCHEDULE /CALENDAR:
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	 Wk 1 

 (15-17/10)
	Introduction to Nursing Research

	chapter (1)

	Wk2
(22-24/10)
	Key Concepts and Terms in Qualitative and Quantitative Research
	chapter (2)

	Wk 3
29-31)/10
	Overview of the Research Process in Qualitative and Quantitative Studies 
	chapter (3)

	Wk4
(5-7)/11
	Research Problems, Research Questions, and Hypotheses 
	chapter (4)

	Wk5
(12-14)/11
	Reviewing the Literature 

	chapter (5)

	Wk 6
(19-21/11)
	First Exam
Designing Ethical Research 
	chapter (7)

	Wk 7
(26-28/11)
	Designing Quantitative Studies 

	chapter (8)

	Wk 8
2-5/12)
	Sampling Designs 

	chapter (13)

	Wk9
(10-12/12)
	Designing and Implementing a Data Collection Plan
	chapter (14)


	Wk10
(17-19/12)
	Second Exam
Assessing Data Quality 
	chapter (18)

	Wk11
(24-26/12)
	Analyzing Quantitative Data: Descriptive Statistics 

	chapter (19)

	Wk12
(31/12-2 /1/2019
	Summarizing and Sharing Research Findings 

	chapter (24)

	Wk13
(7-9/1)
	Revision
	

	Wk14 + Wk15
+Wk16
(14-16/1)
(21-23/1)
(28-30/1)
	Final Exams Period

	


Criteria for Presentation of Assignments:

· ALL assignments must be TYPED. A size 12 font must be used with 1.5 spacing. Pages must be numbered. 

· Use A4 paper and leave a 2.5 cm wide margin for marker comments.

· Include on Front Sheet of Assignment, the Unit Name, Tutor’s name and your name. 

· Referencing of assignments must conform to the APA (American Psychological Association) guidelines (Refer to the Textbooks section). These are available online at http://www.apa.org, or alternatively, the text may be purchased from the Curtin Bookshop

· Include a Title Page and Contents Page.

· State the Total Word count of your assignment under the title 

· Include separate References page. 
· Remember - your assignment must not be more than the indicated word limit.
NOTE: 
It is better to write succinctly to demonstrate your understanding of research than to be verbose. Hence, you need to adhere to these criteria. 

Article Critiquing Assignment - Worth = 40% 

As part of your unit assessment, you will be required to critique one research article, either a quantitative OR qualitative article. The articles you have to choose from are listed below.  The due dates for the articles differ due to topic coverage during the semester.  If you choose to conduct a critique of the quantitative article, your assignment is due on Monday, 21st September 2009.  If you choose to conduct a critique of the qualitative article, your assignment is due on Monday 26th October 2009.
Each submission must not be more than 2250 words (approx 9 to 10 pages depending upon margins).  The Critiquing marking guides are available at the end of this unit outline.  Further discussion regarding the marking guides will be available during the seminar sessions by your tutor.

Research Foundations in Nursing

CRITIQUING MARKING GUIDE for QUANTITATIVE RESEARCH ARTICLE

(Please attach a copy of this guide with your submitted assignment)
ORGANISATION and STYLE

	
	Very     
Needs

Satisfactory 
 Improvement
	Mark

	Introduction to aim of the critique is appropriate and clearly stated. 
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	Content of assignment is presented and discussed in a systematic manner
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	Demonstrates ability to analyse and interpret.

Application of reading to support critique / analysis of article 
	
	
	
	
	
	
/10

	Referencing used APA referencing style.


	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	Your own concluding comments to enable closure of critique.
	
	
	
	
	
	/5


CONTENT Discussion of the study's strengths and weaknesses to include, but is not limited to:

	Does the title accurately reflect the study? Appropriateness/suitability of abstract to the study. Were essential components of the study addressed? Were you enticed to want to read the full article?
	
	
	
	
	
	/10

	Adequacy of the literature review in clarifying the gap in knowledge to be addressed by this research.  Discuss how the significance of the research was presented. Conceptual or theoretical framework to guide study?
	
	
	
	
	
	/10

	Appropriate research design to address research questions / hypotheses or objectives?
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	Methods: Sample and setting outlined? Sampling method? Recruitment? Ethical procedures? Detailed explanation of data collection method/instrumentation identified.  Are they appropriate to the design? Detail of reliability and validity for data collection method/instrumentation outlined; are they adequate? Discuss whether the data analysis / statistics performed were appropriate.
	
	
	
	
	
	
/15



	Presentation of the findings and how they relate to the problem statement, hypotheses, study purpose and/or objectives. Tables and figures enhance presentation of findings? Limitations of the study? To what population may the findings be generalised and what are the limitations?  
	
	
	
	
	
	
/15



	Discussion of findings to other studies / existing literature. How are findings similar or different / unique? 
	
	
	
	
	
	/10

	Application, implication and recommendations for research, education and/or clinical practice.
	
	
	
	
	
	/5


TOTAL MARK =      /100 Converted to mark out of 40%

COMMENTS
Date _____________    Marker’s Signature _________________________________
Research Foundations in Nursing 

CRITIQUING MARKING GUIDE for QUALITATIVE RESEARCH ARTICLE

(Please attach a copy of this guide with your submitted assignment)
ORGANISATION and STYLE

	
	Very     
Needs

Satisfactory 
 Improvement
	Mark

	Introduction to aim of the critique is appropriate and clearly stated. 
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	Content of assignment is presented and discussed in a systematic manner
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	Demonstrates ability to analyse and interpret.

Application of reading to support critique / analysis of article.
	
	
	
	
	
	/10

	Referencing used APA referencing style.
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	Your own concluding comments / summary to enable closure of critique.
	
	
	
	
	
	/5


CONTENT Discussion of the study's strengths and weaknesses to include, but is not limited to:

	Does the title accurately reflect the study? Appropriateness/suitability of abstract to the study. Were essential components of the study addressed? Were you enticed to want to read the full article?
	
	
	
	
	
	/10

	Adequacy of the literature review in clarifying the gap in knowledge to be addressed by this research.  Discuss how the significance of the research was presented.
	
	
	
	
	
	/10

	Appropriateness to the study design to the research objectives/questions and aims/purpose. Conceptual or theoretical framework to guide method?
	
	
	
	
	
	/5

	Adequacy of the rationale and procedure followed in the methods section for data collection and analysis? What sampling method was used? Were ethical principles followed during the participant recruitment? How was informed consent obtained? Process / guidelines followed during analysis of data.
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	Presentation of the findings and how they relate to the problem statement and study purpose, objectives, questions or aims. Discussion of study limitations. Categories / themes adequately supported from data (thick, rich description)?
	
	
	
	
	
	/15

	Discussion of findings to other studies / existing literature. How are findings similar or different / unique? 
	
	
	
	
	
	/10

	Application, implication and recommendations for research, education and/or clinical practice.
	
	
	
	
	
	/5


TOTAL MARK =       /100 Converted to mark out of 40%

COMMENTS

Date _____________       Marker’s Signature ______________________________
SIGNATURE PAGE FOR COURSE SYLLABUS

I have read and clarified the information in this course syllabus. I understand that failure to comply with the content of this syllabus, and/or meet the course objectives as stated in the syllabus, may result in failure of the course and dismissal from the program.
_____________________________ __________

Signature Date

_____________________________

Print Name
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