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Abstract

Arab scholars, linguists, and particularly grammarians have always been haunted by
the idea of keeping Arabic, the language of the Glorious Qur'an, pure and void of
foreign elements. Proponents of this view have deemed any development in the
language as corruption and any semantic change as solecism. People and their
societies live not only in the middle of change but in the expectation of change as
well. The present study argues that not all elements borrowed from other languages
are harmful to the structure and identity of the borrowing language. On the contrary,
loans from other languages, especially by means of calque, contribute to the
betterment and development of the language, Arabic in our case, since they produce
neologisms and refresh language expression. The study has come to the conclusion
that, contrary to what traditional scholars propagate, calque has been a good source
of new concept to Arabic in all walks of life and an element that keeps the language in
pace with what is going on in the globe.
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1. Change the Unchangeable Fact

Since language is a social phenomenon, life-change is reflected on it, and since lexical
items are a central part of language, they are prone to change their meanings by time.
The puristic attitude towards language that opposes change is bewildering to those
who know the nature of language development. Most of the factors that lead to
semantic change are non-linguistic (religious, social, psychological, etc.); they are
forced upon language by the change in the real world. In spite of this well-tried fact,
attempts to block the natural course of language in various parts of the world,
privately and collectively, are still going on. Anderson reports that "Indian scholars
recognized language change as detrimental to the holy writings and channeled their

efforts towards inhibiting this erosion of the language"(1973, p.7). Arab scholars are
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known for objecting to language change; they consider most of the changes that occur
in their language as corruption, and deterioration. The difference between the Arab
and German scholars, for example, is that the former have been trying, they believe,
to preserve their language mainly for religious, as well as, to a lesser extent, national
reasons, while the German exert such efforts mainly for national or perhaps even
racial reasons.On this premise, Trudgill (1983, pp.52-3) criticizes the Germans in the
following statement:

The German language was an important component of the

Nazi's theories about Germanic 'master race', and false ideas

about the possibility and desirability of preserving 'linguistic

purity' (i.e. defending a language against 'contamination' by

loan words from other languages) may often go hand in hand

with equally false ideas about racial purity.
The gigantic efforts exerted to halt change or at least to put it under control have been
often been doomed to failure. As far as English is concerned, Pyles and Algeo (1993,
p.256) have realized this fact by stating that"language reformers in the past have not
been notably successful in remodeling English nearer to their heart's desire. The

language has a way of following its own course and leaving would be guides behind."

2. Arabic and Borrowing

Arabic grammar was written about 13 centuries ago motivated by religious reasons
when new foreign communities that spoke other than Arabic embraced Islam. The
Arabic orthodox view is inspired by the 'citation period' which dictates that whatever
said or written after (770 AD in urban areas and 1000 AD in nomadic areas) is not to
be taken as a linguistic reference. (For a more detailed discussion of citation period
"asr al-Ihtijaj" see AbulRazzaqAl-Sa;idi,2017). Though many language specialists
tend to have a 'conservative' viewpoint to the 'foreign invasion', especially at this time
of technological advancement and social media, Arabic, nevertheless, can benefit
from foreign elements and adapt them to its morphological and semantic norms. Al-
Samarra'l (1966, p.29) notes that language books do not refer to the way a lexical item
develops through time. This is because the writers of these books are imitators in their
linguistic research to the first idea that chained good and eloquent language by a

certain time. Dealing with language change in this way has been the main reason for
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not recording the journey of word evolution. Thus, Anis (1966, p.36) is not far from

truth when he describes the traditional views as 'dictatorship of time and place'.

3. Contact and Influence
Languages may have contact and influence one another through various channels.
They may meet through neighborhood, war, occupation, trade, technology, social
media, translation and other means of contact. Samuels (1972: p.93-94) sees that
contact usually takes place via bilinguals who also have some degree of competence
in the second language.
The last century and the first two decades of the present one have witnessed an array
of translations into Arabic from various languages especially English and to a lesser
extent French. A natural consequence is that Arabic has either borrowed or created
many new terms. Translators have found themselves in dire need of new signifiers
that stand for the foreign signifieds being transferred into the Arab culture whether
these signifieds represent invented objects, new trends, or an expression that fills a
gap in the language. In this respect, Al-Najjar (1997:2) states:

As a general rule, the birth of any new signified triggers the

coinage of a signifier to labels it. The opposite does not obtain. A

corollary to this is whenever a new signified is transferred from a

source culture into a receptor culture, the linguistic system of

receptor culture is called upon to coin a signifier for that

borrowed signified.
This process, among other things, has affected the meanings of already existing lexical
items by employing them to signify new concepts. Al-Najjar (1997) thoroughly
investigates the linguistic methods for translating foreign signifiers into Arabic and
discusses nine methods for rendering foreign signifiers into Arabic. The methods
include loanword like (k> for diabetes; loanblend like 44 ¥ for federalism;
translation couplet like (lbYl Jad Cals dakis) siifor NATO; semantic loan by
semantic change like O\, originally meant zebra in Arabic, for artist; derivation from
Arabic roots like 4l ¢ for defeatism; compounding Arabic words like LY axefor
non-alignment; intentional substitution like iseall @ sl 535 for Israeli Minister of
Defense; definition like duste shall 4u8sll Jals for courier; and loan translation (calque)

like 42a de for hard currency. Of course our interest is in the last method.
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It is a fact that every language may resort to a number of ways to expand or alter its
lexicon. While loanwords are very common in English, for instance, Arabic has made
extensive use of loan translation to create new vocabulary items by translating foreign
morphemes into native ones. Thus, rather than borrowing the words themselves, the
meaning of the word or phrase is borrowed and then translated into Arabic. To Strang
the signifier 'loanword' itself is believed to be a loan translation of German 'lehnwort'

(1970, p.25).

4.Calque and Related Terms

Calques is defined as substituting for each of the morphemes of the SL phrase or
compound the semantically closest morpheme in the TL and combining these
according to the TL rules of word formation. The constituent elements and therules
governing their combination will be those of the TL.As a corollary, the newly created
form will be fully motivated for the TL user. Wright and Hope (1996, p.1870) argue
that in order for a phrase to be called calque it should retain the structural properties of
the SL, as in the examples: Princess Royal, Governor General, Secretary General,
corps diplomatic, director general, and the like. Here the adjective postmodifies the
head noun in direct contradiction to the normal English word order. Nevertheless, this
seems not to be a commonly adopted opinion since many other linguists consider
calque as a method by which the meaning is borrowed but the form is native.

The term calque, according to Grambs refers to "An imitative borrowing in language,

or a word modeled on an aspect or range of meaning of a particular word in another
language." (1984, p.57) Most references use calque and loan translation reciprocally.

In defining calque The American Heritage Dictionary (2006) refers the reader to loan
translation and defines it as "A form of borrowing from one language to another
whereby the semantic components of a given term are literally translated into their

equivalents in the borrowing language" (p.1025). In a sense, calque is literal or word-
for-word translation where the Source Language (henceforth SL) elements are

translated 'literally' into the Target Language (henceforth TL).

5. Calque an A cceptable Solution
This study is an attempt to depart from prescriptive studies, i.e. ones that embrace the
say-and-don't-say dogma which is the traditional approach in linguistic analysis of

Arabic grammar and linguistic schools. In lieu of this approach, a descriptive one is
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adopted.It is axiomatic that human experience has developed more rapidly during the
last two decades of the twenty-first century than ever before, and correspondingly
multitudes of new terms to express new concepts, new techniques, and inventions
have been introduced. A new concept may enter a language for which there is no
word. It follows naturally that a word or phrase is found for it by adopting one of
three ways suggested by Ullmann (1962, p.210).

1. Forming a new word from existing elements,

2. Borrowing a term from another language, and

3. Changing the meaning of an old or existing word.
Of course borrowing may take a handful of shapes including calque. In his celebrated
book Language, Bloomfield (1933) categorized borrowing of linguistic forms from
one speech community to another as (a) cultural borrowing which is the adoption of
lexical items from another language; (b) intimate borrowing which isthe transferof
linguistic forms within the samegeographical and political community; (c) dialect
borrowing which is the adoption of linguistic forms associated with speakers of a
different 'form' of the language of the recipient and it is socially motivated.
To Helmke, (2013: p.1) calque is a charming linguistic aspect since it "manifests itself
in a variety of guises." He purports that the term covers a wide range of processes by
saying "calquing involves loaning and transferring items of vocabulary and even
phonetic and syntactic traits from one language to another." Al-Najjar (1997)
classifies calque into six types including complete calque, calque with reduction,
calgue with extension, calque with substitution, calque with reduction and

substitution, and calque with extension and substitution.

6. Text Analysis

In the following pages, an attempt is made to return Arabic calque to their English
original terms. Ten texts written by different authors have been selected from a
Jordanian daily, namely Addustour. All texts were picked up from the same issue,
April 7, 2021. The lists of calques with their English counterparts reveal that, in spite
of the deeply-rooted view and attempts to keep Arabic away from foreign elements,
there is a huge number of various types of calques in just ten short articles in one
issue of the daily under analysis. They also show that calques in the form of
collocation are the most commonly employed. Many calques have been detected in

more than one article and in such cases the calque is mentioned in the lists where it
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first appears. The researchers have tried their best to find the original in English. Of
course it is not automatic to tell which expressions are borrowed by means of calque,
and how to relate them to their original expressions. In this respect, Grasilli (2016)
reports that "it is difficult sometimes to prove that a particular word is a calque. This
often requires a lot of documentation compared to an untranslated term because, in
some cases, a similar phrase might have arisen in both languages independently."
There are some indicators that help us to tell which is which, including whether or not
the term or expression belongs to the Arab environment or culture. One can notice
that most of the calques listed in the ten tables below include political and economic
expressions which are not part of the Arabic language a century or even half a century
ago. It is worth mentioning that journalism in all its forms has played a vital role in
mtroducing such calques into Arabic. The waves of political, economic, scientific, etc.
expressions that have entered Arabic by means of translation, especially calque, have
filled a gap, or a probable gap in the language since the language, sooner or later will
be in dire need of them. Arab Language Academies in Damascus, Cairo, Baghdad,
and Amman, in addition to the Arabization Coordination Bureau in Rabat, have not
been so helpful in coping with the thousands of terms that the world produces to us
every year.

The lists show that the calques extracted from the articles have been mostly formed in
conformity with the Arabic morphological system but with some exceptions where
transliteration is found a better way to transfer the intended meaning.

Text.1

No English original term Arabic calque
1 | Full lifting of sanctions il siall JalS
2 | Drums of war ol Jpb
3 | Direct reflections 3 il lulSas)
4 | His vital interests i gall asllias
5 | The international community sl adingll
6 | Power balances s Al ) 8
7 | Path to negotiated solution skl Jall i
8 | On top of her priority schedule Libslsl dsa ol e
9 | To obey the voice of reason Jiall & pal g luai™
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10 | Unconditional bias Ly piall e lasy)
11 | Form the government A S s
12 | Political, economic and social reform Slaia¥l 5 sbaBY) 5 ubad) ~aY)
13 | Internal crises Llaly il
Text 2
No | English original term Arabic calque
1 | Study of the surrounding climate Loaall Flall 4 50
2 | Party establishment A al) A s
3 | Political will Al 330 ,Y)
4 | Participation rates ALl Y aea
5 | General Life Aalall sLal)
6 | Community empowerment il il
7 | Realistic embodiment PELIPEINE
8 | Pluralistic democratic approach g2l ) jaagall il
9 | Popular climates Al Al
10 | Formation of parliamentary governments Al il sSa J8S
11 | Electoral periods Alam) ¢y
12 | Embodies political will Lanalaaall 331 V) ey
13 | State centinary A gall 4 gia
14 | Dialogue products ) gall i
15 | Parliamentary elections dlill Ay
16 | Political parties law Gl ) g eld
17 | Parliamentary blocs government influence (e sSall 3 sl ) g
18 | Representative body i) anal)
19 | The party body PEREN|PNVEN
20 | Closed listings il 2l 8
21 | The parliamentary opposition movement bl A laal) s
22 | Under the umbrella of the Parliament dome Aol el dllae caas
23 | Election campaigns dlan) O leal)
24 | private sector salall ¢ Uadl)
25 | Financial incentives system Al 8 e olas
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26 | Electoral money SRV JL
27 | Partisan identity A all 4y el
28 | Sub-identities dae jall il gell
29 | multiparty A jal) Aanadl)
30 | Dialogue door Ol b
Text.3
No English original term Arabic calque
1 | Systematic campaign dagiacdlea
2 | Attempting to discredit @l pasas
3 | video clip sl adada
4 | Our cell phones A 5lal) Laas) 5a
S | Interior Minister Ll 5,
6 | WhatsApp groups b ol cib g
7 | Agendas are not national Atk g Cond Claiiad
8 | Social media el Jual gill il
9 | External accounts L bl
10 | Fabricated audio recordings A4S jue 4 pea 3L
11 | alarm BISNISTE™
12 | Corona vaccines Gy ysS cilalal
13 | Company CEO A8 58l ol yadl)
14 | The emerging corona virus dabisall U gy oS u g yild
15 | The rolling section Jslaial) adadal)
16 | Fight rumors Clailal) As8lSa
Text.4

No English original term Arabic calque

1 | Complicated conversations Baaxa lialaa
2 | The Joint Commission A< yidall daadl)
3 | On the sidelines of the meeting glaa¥l iala e
4 | Revive the plan ddadll e lia) sale)

7637




International Journal of Psychosocial Rehabilitation, Vol. 24, Issue 10, 2020
ISSN: 1475-7192

5 | Virtual meeting (=) ) sl
6 | Spokesperson ofMinistry of Foreign Affairs EEENG EN 3 B Y W ERGILEGA
7 | Eased economic sanctions LLaBY) b gaall Cada
8 | Nuclear program &5 el
9 | Nuclear weapon S5
10 | Lift sanctions b gaall 28
11 | Uranium enrichment ol sall Canads
12 | Atomic Energy Corporation A A8al) A 5
13 | Technical stages dall Jal yall
14 | Reflect a personal point of view dpadd Hhidga (sl
Text S
No English original term Arabic calque
1 | Businessmen Association Jlee¥) Jla ) dman
2 | Chamber of commerce 3oladidd e
3 | Chambers of Industry deliall o e
4 | Study centers Gl 3S) ja
5 | Economic recovery gy alal)
6 | Silent strip (Hiaa g lUad
7 | White revolution elian3 ) o
8 | sales tax Glapall 4y jun
9 | gradual easing 2l Casanl)
10 | Fund portfolio (3 92 dlnang
11 | Investment of guarantee money Glaall J) gal lafing
12 | Paper press PR PP ENN |
Text 6
No English original term Arabic calque
1 | Quantum leap e g Aalsy
2 | Businessmen Union Jlee ¥ s sl
3 | Assistant Secretary General e Lusall plall (e
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4 | Work of the ninth session of conference i pall i) 5 gall Jlac |
5 | Hold it by default and face-to-face Ligal 5 Lual il Lasae
6 | Mobilization of energies Gl adia
7 | Official officials Crians ) (Ol 5 e
8 | Research institutions i Dless se
9 | Opening session daluiay) L)
10 | Elements of success la palic
11 | Advanced technology Aadiia L ol ¢33
12 | Investment opportunities 4 laliud (b
13 | Investment partnership Ay )y AS) LA
14 | Of common interest < idall slaia¥) il
15 | Enhancing cooperation prospects O3l BT 3 5a3
16 | Digital economy Bl ALy
17 | The Fourth Industrial Revolution Al ) Aeliall 5 )il
18 | Digital infrastructure Aol 1) diadl) da)
19 | Highlight ¢ guall oyl
20 | Food security EEETIOAY
21 | Exchange of experiences Gl aall Jas
22 | Framing joint cooperation @ jidall o slaill ha s
23 | Promote economic inclusion LB laxiV) 3y jas
24 | Raise the level of cooperation Ol (5 shusa ad
25 | Development of bilateral relations Aol By slas
26 | The level of ambitions Cla gaball (5 s
Text 7
No English original term Arabic calque
1 | Price stability Dl ) 3
2 | Market stability Ggnd) )8t
3 | Price ceilings Ay (o g
4 | Health conditions daaall g il
5 | Safety and quality standards 52 gall g Al julza
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Text8
No English original term Arabic calque
1 | Ideological and geopolitical shifts A saall s da 5 W) Y sadll
2 | Political openness el AlaYl
3 | Objective justification de ga gall &) yuall
4 | Economic well-being oY) olé )
5 | occupied a regional and international stature 4l 505 Ayl A3lSa lial)
6 | The implications of the nuclear file s 554 calall e |
7 | Arab Spring revolutions o an i &l
8 | Israeli annexation policies Al ) sl Sl
9 | Deal of the century oAl dasa
10 | The alternative homeland Jaall yla gl
11 | Contlict hotspots axes glall Hm Hslas
12 | A key determinant of national security bl GOl ) 2ana
13 | Foreign aid doa Al Gilac Lisall
14 | Increasing inflation rates paaill OV arasaly )
15 | Total public debt bl cpall sl
16 | Management of political action mbaad) Jaall 31
17 | The influx of refugees Ol 383
18 | The default of the international community Ao painall s
19 | Inflamed points dugile Lalss
20 | Terrorist and extremist organizations 48 )kl 5 Apla Y eyl
21 | Regional influence (oY 38
22 | Exporting its internal crisis LRI e )l
Text9
No English original term Arabic calque
1 | Proactive steps Al &l glad
2 | Articulated stage dlaicdls ye
3 | Bet on time i gl e daal
4 | Societal transformations dmdinall Y gl
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5 | The path of reform Y e
6 | Fight corruption ALl & jlaa
7 | Previous output gl ails Al
Text 10
No English original term Arabic calque
1 | Urgent need ialad g
2 | Constitutional Paths A sl al jlual)
3 | Executive Authority dghenl) adalid)
4 | project of law Ol g 5 e
5 | House of Notables Jae ¥ Galaa
6 | The constitutional stages a0 gl Jal yall
7 | Legislative and executive powers Al g Ay il (pilald)
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Texts analyzed are in order of appearance
All texts are from Addustour Daily, retrieved on April 7, 2021.
Text 1
N quos L A claai Ay, oo JAI el U el Y fa
In order not to make internal crises distract us from seeing external challenges
By Oraib Al-Rantawi
https://www.addustour.com/articles/1210255-%D8 % AD % D8 %0 AA % D9 %89 -
% D9 %84 %0 D8 %0 A7 -
%D8 %0 AA % D8 %BS % D8 %B1%D9 %81 % D9 %86 %D8 % A7 -
%D8 %0 A3 % D8 %B2 %D %85 %D8 %0 AT % D8 % AA -
9% D8 %0 AT %D %84 %D8 % AF %D8 %0 AT % D8 % AE % D9 %84-
% D8 %B9 % D9 %86- % D8 %B1 % D8 % Ad %D %8A % D8 % A9-
9% D8 %0AA % D8 % AD %D8 % AF %D %8A % D8 %0 A7 %D8 %0 AA -
9%D8 % AT %D %84 % D8 % AE %D8 % A7 % D8 %B1 % D8 % A C
Text 2

Dialogue on political reform by Dr. £ s48 ajla 3 .., uibaud) 302y & ) ea
HazemKashoua
https://www.addustour.com/articles/1210252-
% D8 % AD %D9 %88 % D8 %0 A7 %D8 %B1-%D9 %81 % D9 %8 A -
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