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Abstract: This study deals with Sobhi
Fahmawi's novel "Akhenaten and Nefertiti
the Canaanite" as a historical novel that
reads the past, a symbolic reading framed
through certain points, casting its shadows
on the present. The critical reading of the
novel is achieved through modern
outlooks, namely the critical views that
prevailed during the second half of the
twentieth century. The article deals with
these main critical trends prevailing in the
study of the relationship of literature to
history, with a focus on new criticism and
the extent of the novel’s consistency in its
details with the rules of this trend, as well
as the reader’s response theory, gender
and ethnic views, and then deconstruction.
The focus is on the treatment of the
historical event and its interactions
between ancient Egypt and the land of
Canaan, and the role played by the two
main personalities of Amenhotep IV -
Akhenaten and the Elham Princess -
Nefertiti in those interactions. This is
achieved through a review of the
relationship between the two main
characters, and their relationship with
other characters, and the effects of those
relationships on the historical narrative.
These are achieved by highlighting the
relationship of the three parties to the
narration: the telescope, the narrator and
the reader. The research follows a critical
methodology that can be defined as
descriptive and analytical that uses the
available references in Arabic and English
on the points discussed.

Keywords: Sobhi Fahmawi, "Akhenaten and Nefertiti
the Canaanite", the historical novel, new criticism, the
reader's critical response, gender and ethnic reading

of texts, deconstructivism.—
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