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Abstract

Systematic study of literature and criticism in classical Europe starts usually with Plato
(428- ca. 347 B.C), Aristotle (384- 322 B.C,), Horace (65- 8 B.C.), and Longinus (First or
Third Century A.D.). These critical thinkers made a considerable contribution to
imaginative and critical literature through their works: The Republic, Poetics, Art Poetica,
and On the Sublime, which are still influential in modern critical thinking because of the
methodological outlooks they put forward. Longinus does not occupy the last place
among these thinkers because of his views but due to chronological reasons, for his
importance is recognized, and it is rare to find a course in literary criticism, poetry and
rhetoric that does nor make a mention of his contribution in the field.

This research work studies the scope of literary greatness as shown in Longinus’ book On
the Sublime, with reference to early thinkers, especially Horace and his emphasis on the
proper relation between form and content. It also shows the authors rules of the sublime
and compares them with those of Horace. The work concentrates on the sources of the
sublime as they appear in the book through various classical quotations. It reaches to two
results, the first relates to an evaluation of the book in the light of the works of the three
great classical critics. The second result consists in the importance of the book in relation

to modern artistic, romantic and comparative criticisms; this is in addition to the
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characteristic of pure zeal to respond to a variety of literary texts, that still prominent in
almost every aspect of critical and literary theory.
Keywords: book On the Sublime, artistic criticism, romantic criticism, and comparative
criticism.
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